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ABSTRACT 

This study sought to determine (1) the attendance of 
public librarians in government documents workshops^ (2) the 
familiarity with and use of selection and reference tools, (3) the 
amount of money spent for the purchase of government publications^ 
(4) the receipt of government publications from congressmen^ and (5) 
if special courses in government documents; have been studied. 
Questionnaires were'^ent to a random sample of librarias. Eighty^four 
of 100 guestionnaires were returned, of these 81 were usable. The 
results show that of the 37 libraries which order government 
publications^ 7 spend between $0 and $5 per year, 20 spend between $5 
and $25, and 10 spend $50 or more^ Forty^five librarians found 
government documents useful. The three publications most used ware, 
in order. Yearbook of Agriculture, Zip Code Directory, and Selected 
Lists of United States Government Publications. Thirty^four 
librarians receive government publications from congressmen and 22 
never receive them. Thirty-six librarians attended either workshops 
or classes on government publications. Data support the hypothesis 
that librarians who attend workshops and classes show greater 
expertise in the use of these reference tools, possess a greater 
familiarity with acquisition tools, and belong to libraries spending 
a higher amcunt for federal publication purchase. (DAG) 
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ABSTRACT 
GOVERMMT PimLICATTONS 
IN 

KANSAS PUBLTC LtRRARIES 

Purposes of this study ware to determine attenriance of public 
llbrarlariB in ^vernment documents wDrkshopSj determine familiarity 
with and use of selection and reference toolSj find the approKiinate 
anwunt of monev spent for the purchase of go^/ernment publications, 
determine the receipt of government publicationa from congressmen, 
and determine if special courses in government documents have been 
studied* The population for the study was a random sample of Kansas 
public libraries choaen to provide representation from each of the 
seven cooperating regions of Kansas in the summer terms of 1975* 
Elghty--four of one hundred questionnaires were returned, of which 
eighty-one were usable. 

The following findings were obtained, Thirty-=saven libraries 
order government publications* Seven spend between $0 and $5 each 
year for government documents , twenty spend between $5 and $25, and 
ten spend $50 or more annually for government publications. Forty-five 
librarians find government publications useful in their libraries. 
Yearbook of Agriculture was the reference publication receiving the 
most checks as having been used by librarians, while Zip Code D irec tory 
and Selected Lists ^ Government Publi cations ranked next. 
Thirty-four libraries receive government publications regularly from 
congressmen while twenty- two have never received them. The most popu- 
lar method of payment for government documents listed was check. 
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Twenty-nine librarians have attended workshops held within the state 
of Kansas, and seven have scudied government publicntlona in class, 
Thirty^fiva librarians favor future workshopSs while state documents 
is the subject receiving most requests t 

Data from the returns support the hypotheses that public librarians 
have attended wnrkshops and classes In government publications will 
show a greater expertise in the use of reference tools than those who 
have not, that public Hbrarlans who have attended workshops and classes 
In government publications will possess a greater familiarity with 
acquisition tools than those who have not, and that there is a positive 
correlation between public librarians who have exerted effort to acquire 
knowledge through study in workshops and classes in government publlca-- 
tions and the anwunt of money spent for the purchase of federal publica- 
tions. 
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CHAPTER I 
BACKGROUND 

The government of the United States stands as a giant in the 
publiehing field. It produces more Tnatfirials than any other govern-- 
mant in the wrld ^ and It has no pear among private publishers in 
the United States in terma of variety of subjects on which material 
is presented jind number of publications. Presented on levels that 
range from the uncomplicated to the highly technical, government 
publications are valuable assets to persons of all ages, all voca- 
tionss all levels of study, and all phases of society, "Taken as 
a whole, they constitute a great library covering almost every field 
of human knowledge and endeavor,*'^ 

With the huge amount of information that is available to the 
public, its use should certainly be encouraged* The librarian must 
serve as the medium that acquires the materials and relates them to 
the patron. Familiarity with acquisition and reference tools for 
government publications augments that ability: for, the librarian 
can make more and better selections , and the patron can explore 
additional avenues for solutions to problems and for attainment of 
new information, t-Jben the librarian provides suitable materials for 
the inquiring patron at an opportune moment, both are rewarded with 
a sense of satisfaction. 
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CTIAFTKR TI 
THE PROBLEM 



The purpose of this study was to detarTnlne the patterns of 
acquisition of Unitad States government publications by public 11- 
brarlas in the state of Kansas, Attempts were inada to: (1) de^ 
termina attandance of public librarians in govarnmeiit documencs work^ 
shops: (2) determine familiarity with and use of selection and 
reference tools; (3) find the approKimate anraunt of money spent for 
the purchase of government publications; (4) determine the receipt 
of government publications from congressmen^ and (5) determine if 
special courses in government documents have been studied. 

The hypotheses of this study includes 

(1) Public librarians who have attendad workshops and classes 
in government publications will show a greater expert isa in the use 
of reference tools than those who have not* 

(2) Public librarians who have attended workshops and classes 
in government publications will possess a greater familiarity with 
acquisition tools than those who have not* 

(3) There is a positive correlation between public librarlons 
who have exerted effort to acquire knowladge through study in 
workshops and classes in government publications and the amount of 
money spent for the purchase of federal publications. 

The following terms used in this invastlgatlon should be de-= 
fined: 



ffevermnent publication. The definition of government pub- 
lication used in this study is the definition stated in the 
Depesltory Act of 1962, 

The term "novernment publication" as used in this act 
and the amendments made by it means informational matter 
which Is published as an individual document at naverniTient 
expense, or aa required by law. 

Regional system of cooperating libraries. One of seven systems 
of cooperating public libraries, div^lded into seven geographical 
regions of the state of Kansas * which engages in cooperative efforts 
to promote better library service for Its patrons. 

Public Library, The definition used in this study Is that 

which is stated in the A^^L^.A . Glossary of Library T^e rjns . 

A Public Library* A library that serves free all residents 
of a comTnunity, district, or region, and receive^ its financial 
support, in whole or in part* from public funds. 
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CHAPTER= 111 
RKVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

In a speech cleLlvered at a Conference on Govermtient Publications, 

May 13, 1965, at cha nraduate School of Library Sclonce, Drexel 

Institute of Technology, Rae Elizabeth Rips discussed the value of 

government publications and the rewards to be realized by librarians 

who invest effort and interest in learning how to obtain and to utilize 
4 

them, Ripa discussed the use of f^overiiment publications In the 
average library: a small high school library , a branch of a large 
public library system, a small or medium-sized public library that is 
not organlEad into subject departments^ and a small college library* 
The four keys to successful use of government publications, as she saw 
them, are Imowledge of the government and its agencies, awareness of the 
vast variety and subject range of governmmt publications, proper se- 
lection and acquisition of the publications, and location of the physi- 
cal documents near the point of use in the library. Sources that the 
librarian of a non-de^sitory library can use to select and acquire 
government publications are Price Lists, furnished by the Superin- 
tendent of Documents- Selected U nited States Government Publications: 
congressmen: and bureaux* Monthly Catalog was felt^ to be more valuable 
in a library for the bibliographlcnl location of a particular document 
rather than as a selection tool, but knowledge of how to use and follow 
its instructions for ordering publications was felt to be important 
for every professional librarian to know. .Feeling that being a 
librarian is flne^ and being a dociiments librarian is even finer. Rips 
reserved the finest classification for the reference librarian who 



knows enough about documents to appreciate than and to use them with 
the library's patrons. 

Tha number of Rtudies that have i>cen conthicted nonceriiinn ppvnrn" 
ment puhllcatinnB in public libraries is small. Littles too, is 
the research that has been coTnpleted about familiarity of piibllc li^ 
brarians with reference and acquisition tools for working with govern-- 
ment publications. 

Jamas L, McCamy concluded an ambitious study of the public 
library and government publications with Go vernme nt P ub 1 i c a t ion^ Cor 
the C^tizeny published in 1949*^ Centering his attention on govern-^ 
ment publications as a means of coiiimunlcatlon between the government 
and its citizenSj McCamy rested his assumptions on the premise that 
through the public library^ a democratic society will provide for 
its citlnens opportunities for personal development^ enlightenment, 
and knowledge. The sample was composed of fifty-five libraries, 
varied enough in 3126* location, and services to provide a compre- 
hensive source for data. Questionnaires, sent to each of the fifty- 
five libraries, were returned by forty-seven, lie found that most 
libraries received some government publications from one or more 
government sources, that volume and variety varied directly with the 
size of the conmunity served by the library^ and that librarians 
showed a genuine interest in the use of government publications. Some 
librarians found them difficult to handlep liowever. Seventy-four 
per cent of those sampled, either on their ^-"n initiative or by 
participation in cooperative programs, promoted the use of federal 
iovernment publications* 
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in 1964, jeanne lU Mahler, considering the fact that no comparable 
recent effort had been made to determine the status of Rovertiment 
publlcat ions in public libraries eince the study by McCamy In 1949, 
concluded that a survey to determine present trends seemed advisable. 
Her study, "Selection and Reference Use in the Public Librarvs" began 
in 1965.^ Ouestlonnairea were sent to public libraries in nine geo- 
graphical areas oF the United States* and within each of these areas 
to libraries serving cities of more than one hundred thousand popula- 
tion, cities of fifty thousand in each of three states* Forty^seven 
replies were received from eighty=one questionnaires. Twenty^one of 
the libraries replying were federal depositories while twenty--flve 
were not. Most of the libraries respcnding received government publi- 
cations* Of selection aids listed on the questionnaire, the most 
frequently used tool was the Monthly C atalog o_f Publications with 

thirty-two checks. Selected United States Gover mnent Publications was 
second with twenty-eight checks. Price Tj.j^s were noted twenty times. 
Twenty^two libraries wished for more government publications, while 
five wished for fewer. Nine librarians stated that staff members 
working with reference questions in government publications had taken 
a course In government documents, while seven reported having staff 
members wi .h special experience. Responses to reference tools were as 
follows: Congressional Directory ^ forty-one checkst ^ipnj^y Catalog of 
ii*, ^vernmen t Publications , forty cheeks; Munici pal Yearbocdc, thirty- 
six checks^ and Book of the States, thirty-two checks. 

In 19^1, ^^ar.io^ie Ford submitted "The Use of Federal Government 
Publications in the Independent .Municipal Libraries (7,501^25,000 Popular 
tlon) of Southern California,*^ a thesis for the School of Library Science, 
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TmmaculaLe Heart ColIegG*^ The study was conducted to InvestlRate 
how effGctively specific public libraries of Southern Cajirnrnla made 
use of federn] governnient pulilications that were avallnhle cn theiTi, 
Persnnal interviews were conducted with the head librarian and/or tlia 
librarian in charf»e of faJeral governnient publiccitiuns in twenty-four 
different libraries. Records of acquisition were studlodi collections 
were noted, specific files were examined, and various Incidental pro- 
blems were dlscuBsed. Of the libraries questioned, fifty-four percent 
found federal government publications In their collections useful. 
Fifteen of the twenty-four librarians handling government documents 
indicated that they had not had speclol training in government publica- 
tions. Of the remaining nine librarians, four had experienced special 
training in government publications, two had taken advantage of on the 
job training, and three had attended workshops in gov^.rniTient publications 
Half of the surveyed librarians ordered all of their federal documents 
from the Superintendent of Documents, six received government publica^ 
tions from congressmen, and six ordered government publications from 
the Superintendent of Documents and other government agencies. For 
acquisitions, twelve of the libraries used Monthly Catalog of U, S, 
Publication^, eighteen timde use of Selected United States G overnmen t 
Publications , and four used Price Lists, 

In 1962, Joe Curtis Rees completed *'The Use of United States 
Publications in North Carolina's Sixteen Largest Public Library Systems," 

a thesis submitted to the School of Library Science, University of 
g 

North Carolina. Lljnitlng his research to North Carolina public library 
systems with more than fifty thousand volumes, Rees conducted personal 
interviews wi.h librarians in each of the si..een largest public librarian 
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to determine to what extent librarians were acqulrinp government publi-- 
cation.^ and inaking thm\ available to the public* Only six of the 
llbrariana intervlowed ordered governinent publications regularly. 
Twelve of the libraries nsed the Selected Ifaited S tat eB Government 
Pub 1 ic a t lo ns an a maior tool for selection, six made use of the Monthly 
Catalo g of Publications , four selected from the novernment 

Printing Office clrcularSs and two selected from the Price Lists of the 
novernment Printing Office* Limitations felt most Important to 
ac aula It ion and use of government publications were time and number 
of personnel by fourteen librarians^ space by twelve librarianB, 
trainlnc* of nersonnel by eleven librarians, lack of an adequate subject 
Index to government publications by nine librarians, and lack of patron 
interest by eip:ht librarians . Suggestions for promoting more effective 
use of government publications were the preparation of a simplified 
manual for use of government publications in public libraries by 
fourteen librarians: state or regional workshops on the use of f^ovem- 
ment publications in public libraries by eleven librarians, four 
answering to the affirmative with reservation* and a monthly or other- 
wise frequent and regular list of government publications suitable for 
public library use by all sixteen librarians, 

Laura Rucker and Mary Melnders published "Government Publications 
in Oklahoma Public Librarlea," research perfonned at the School of 

Q 

Library Science, University of Oklahoma, in 1966.' The study was an 
attempt to ascertain the dlstrlbutlonj method of aeciuisltlon, and use 
of federal govamment publications in Oklahoma public libraries* 
nuestlonnalres were mailed to one hundred thirteen libraries in 
Oklahoma, Ninety-three replies were received! one indicating that it 
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had closad. Thlrty-elRht percent of the responding libraries 
regularly received U, S. government publications. Twenty--two percent 
of the librarians indicated they used the Selected List of U, S, 
Government Publications > eleven percent of the libraries used the Itonthly 
Catalog of U, ^M^ljfAS^lSt and ten percent used the Price Lists. 
Thirty-four percent of the libraries purchased some government publi- 
cations, forty-- two percent received thm as gifts from their congressman, 
twenty-four percent received government publications as gifts from 
issuing agencies, and four percent received them as gifts from other 
sources. Selections most often acquired were Agriculture Yearbook 
by forty^elght libraries, Congressional D irector y by thirty libraries, 
£l Sj^ Statistical Abstracts by seven libraries. Infant Care by seven 
libraries i S^,^ Govermient Organization ^fanual by thirteen libraries, 
and Educational Directory by eight libraries. Of the ninety-two 
libraries supplying responses, slKty-seven had annual incomes of more 
than iSOjOOO, twenty had incomes of between $10,000 and $50,000 
annually, and five had annual incomes of less than $10,000. 

Bernard Fry, in developing A Research Design for a Comprehensive 
SMl M ihe Use, Blbllofiraphlc Control , and Distribution of Government 
Publications, declared that government publications pose pressing pro- 
blems to which solutions are needed, ^° Large-^scale wastes of time, 
money, and energy eKlst because information that is available in govern^ 
ment publications is not used. Librarians tend to be mainly concerned 
with the Ijmnedlate and pressing problems of coping with local adminle-» 
tratlon of their docOTent collections rather than with the broader 
issues of full access Co government publications. Recommendations in- 
elude that a comprehinslve study of the use, bibliographic control and 



14 



10 



distribution of govermnent publications be GOnducted, The study pro- 
ject should add and maintain a ayitera-as-a-whole viewpoint and approach 
toward government publications; the study should include consideration 
on innovative teehniquei having present , near^preaent , or neitt*-*term 
potential bearing on the objects of its concern; the study group 
shoiJO.d employ what data collection methods are deemed necessary and 
suitable in order to develop an adequate data base with emphasis on 
correspondenoe, questionnaires, interviews, and on-site visits; the 
detailed listing of questionnaires and interviews should be adopted 
for planning purposes and as Initial ^idanee for the study project; 
the study group should have, recourse to competent consultants to help 
address the implications of its findings ; the study groups should develop 
and maintain liaison with major organisations and agencies that have 
basic interest in the control and/or distribution of government publi- 
cations; the study should be planned and scheduled for aooompllstaient 
in system identification , main data obllectlori and^m and 
recommendations; the principal product of the study should be a final 
report presenting system design specif Icatlons and other recoimendations 
necessary to actually implement a practicable system for the blbllo- 
graphic control and distribution of government publloations ; and the 
study should be funded in the range of $3k0^006 for a period of about 
twenty-one months for maximum effect Iveness^ with staff size varying 
during the project from four to eight persons. The reeommendations of 
the research design remain to be carried out. » 

Hie general conclusions of all the studies seem to Indicate that 
more research needs to be conducted on the subject of government publi- 
cations in public libraries* Measures also need to be taken to promote 

15 



the use of government publications and the preparation of public 
librarians to wrk with them. 
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CHAPTER TV 
RESEARCH DESICN 



Two recent series of government publications TOrkshops have bean 
conducted in Kansas* The first series, conducted bv the Personnel 
Develonnient Program of the Kansas Library Association was held in 
ten locations throughout Kansas In 1972-73 for the benefit of public 
librarians. This program was designed to introduce people to tJnlted 
States government publications and tools. Including the Monthly Catalog 
^ Publications , Price Lists, and Select ed United Sjtates 

Publications, More recent workshop activity sponsored by the Kansas 
State Library has emphasized the use of the Monthly C atalog of U, 
Publications for locating documents and utlliElnR the depository of the 
Kansas State Library, Topeka, Kansas, to provide publications of Interest 
to pa trons » 

The population for this investigation was comprised of librarians 
working in public libraries of the a wen regional systems of cooperating 
libraries in the state of Kansas. School-public libraries, public 11-- 
braries designated as depositories, and system headquarters libraries 
were deleted as unrepresentative* School-public libraries receive most 
of their funds from school districts and serve as school libraries the 
majority of time, EKpenditures in school-publie libraries are primarily 
concerned with supporting the school curriculum. Depositories receive 
federal publications without charge and do not allow a comparison to be 
made between the amount of preparation of personnel and the mount of 
money spent for the purchase of government publicatiqns. System head-- 
quarters libraries serve in supporting roles for the purchasing and 
cataloging of materials for entire systems. Expenditures for a 



headquaifterg are more repreaentatlve of an entire system than for an 
Individual library* Hutchinson Public Library, a raglonal depository and 
aystCTi headquarters library; school^publlc libraries located In St, John, 
EilinTOOd, and Kansas City, I^naas| and Great Bend Public Library, 
Manhattan Public Llbraryp Johnson County Library, Sheridan County Library, 
loia Free Public Library, and tt5dge City Public Library, all headquarters 
libraries, were not Included in the study, 

A random sample of one hundred public libraries chosen from the seven 
regional systems In Kansas comprised the ftoal sample of the inquiry. 
Further division placed the samples Into three distinct groups! libraries 
with annual budgets of less than $10,000, libraries with budgets that 
range from $10,000 to $50,000 annually, and libraries with annual budgets 
of more than $50,000* 

The questionnaire (see appendlK) method %mB used to gather data. 
To both gain information about the* questionnaire and Inform regional 
headquarters librarians about the study of government publications in 
Kansas public libraries, pretests were sent to each headquarters library 
of the seven cooperating regions of Kansas with a request for comments 
for improvements. Personnel In headquarters libraries were professionals 

* _ - - 'to 

who were able to deteraine ^fft questions could be answered by the 
librarians wham they support. Suggestions were noted, and changes to 
enhance use of the questionnaires were toplCTiented. The questionnaires 
were thm mailed to all of the one hundred public libraries chosen at 
random. Sampling was taken from a list of all representative libraries 
in the state regional systans with random n«nbers being used to choose 
the sample. 
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To test the hypothesis that public librarians who have attended 
imrkshops and claasea in government publlcatlonB will show a greater 
expartlse in the use of reference tools than those \Ao have not, questions 
eight and nine were provided to determine attendance In workshops and/or 
classes I questions four and five were provided to detemine whloh publi- 
cations were useds and question minnbar three was provided to obtain 
librarians' opinlone about the uiefulnees of goveriunent publlcatiene In 
their particular libraries. 

To teat the hypothesis that public librarians who have attended 
workshops and classes in government publications will possess greater 
familiarity with acquisition tools than public librarians who have not, 
questions eight and nine were provided to determine workshop and/or 
class attendance, questions four and five were provided, to determine 
receipt of govermaent publications from congressmen, and question seven 
was provided to determine method of payTnent, 

To test the hypothesis that there is a positive correlation between 
public librarians who have exerted effort to acquire knowledge through 
study in documents workshops and classes and the amotmt of money spent 
for the purchase of governinent publications, ^question two was provided 
to determine the amount of TOney spent for the purchase of government 
publications, and questions eight and nine wera provided to determine 
tha attendanca in workslwps and/or classes in government publications* 

Question one was provided to datarmlna the name and location of the 
library responding to the questionnaire, and question ten was provided 
to determine the need and topics for more government irarkshops in the 
state of Kansas. 



19 



CHAPTER V 
IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY 



Llmltatloiig . The prtocipal Itoltatione of the study cantered 
upon the reactions of raspandents to the questionnaire. Some llbrarlane 
within the llinltad sample of one hundi*ed libraries were unwilling to 
answer the questions. This may have resulted In the failure to determine 
a particular charaeteriatie that should have been identified. Others 
may have felt threatened and did not answer all questions or failed to 
respond with frank^ honest answers. This may have resulted In failure 
to receive completej accurate information to be applied to the hypotheses. 
Due to the In-'house routing of the questionnaire^ especially in large 
public libraries J the librarian who could have supplied the noat efficient 
answers as they relate to the study may not have been the one to do so. 
This may have resulted to failure to receive responses from librarians 
who work primarily with government . publications* 

Justification ,^ This study offers several areas of significance. 
Since there have been very few studies completed to this area, the 
results can be used for comparative studies completed in other states 
or other regions of the tolted States, Should a complete national study 
be made on the use of government publications in public libraries^ the 
results of this study can be compared with the national flndtogs. 
Similar data that apply to the preparation of public librarians for work 
with government publications can be compared to determine strengths and 
weaknesses. Findings can be helpful in structuring a program of contlnutag 
education for public librarians in the field of govemment publications. 
Information can also be compared with unpublished data from the govern-- 
ment publlcattons workshops conducted by the Personnel Development Program 
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of the Kangas Library ^sociatlbn to determine improvetiimt or non- 
Improveinent of llbrariane In praparatien for work with government publi- 
cations » 

Knowledge gained can be used for comparing atrengths and weakneoses 
of public libraries within the state, can provide a foundation for the 
need to conduct more workshops through the state^ note changes that 
need to be made subjects of workshops^ and aid In providing to rkshops 
that librarians feel they need^ The workshops should Introduce Imowledge 
of government publications and tools for TOrking with th^ to public 
librarians who have little or no training and should provide valuable 
reviews for those who have exerted effort in learning about them in the 
past» 




CH^ER VI 
RESm.TS OF THE STUDY 



The final random iample of public libraries t^ms choaan to provide 
rapressntatlon from eaeh public library aystra of the statet Eighteen 
librarians or forty percent of the forty-one libraries within the 
Central Cooperating Regloni thirteen, or thirty-nine percent of the 
thirty-nine libraries within the North Central Cooperattag Regloni 
thirteen, or thirty-eight percmt of the thirty-four llbrarlea within 
the Northeast Library Caoperatlng Region: siXj or thirty- three percent 
of the libraries within the Northwest Cooperating Region; twenty-three * 
or thirty-seven percent of the slKty-one libraries of the South Central 
Cooperating Region; elghteeni or thirty-five percent of the fifty-one 
libraries of the Southeast Region* and nine, or forty-two percent of 
the twenty-one libraries of the Southwest Regloftj comprise the one 
hundred public llbrarlee Included in the study. 



Table la 
The Swnple 



Regional 


C 


NC 


m 


m 


SC 


SE 


SW 


Total 


Nuaiber of 

questionnaires 

mailed 


18 


13 


13 


6 


23 


18 


9 


100% 


Number of 
ques tlonna Ires 
returned 


15 


11 


13 


5 


21 


12 


7 




Number of 
usable 

questionnaires 
returned 


14 


11 


13 


4 


20 


12 


7 


81% 
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Questionnalreej accompanied by a cover letter dated June 23, 1975, 
were mailed to each library with a request for returns to be made by 
July 7, 1975. A followup questionnaire with a cover letter dated 
July 21, 1975, was mailed to each library from which a reply had not 
been received* Returns were requested by August 4, 1975. The total 
nunier of returned questionnaires was eighty^four percent, of which 
eighty-^one percttit was usable* 

Fifty-nine of the libraries responding to the questlQnnalre have 
budgets of between $0 and $10,000i fourteen responding libraries have 
budgets of between $10,000 and $50,000; and eighteen responding li- 
braries have budgets greater than $50,000. 



Table lb 
Responses by Budgets 





Regional 


C 


NC 


NE 


m 


SC SE 


SW Total 



$0 - $10,000 


9 


9 


9 


4 


13 


10 


5 


59 


$10,000 - $50,000 


4 


0 


2 


0 


4 


2 


2 


14 


$50,000 - 


1 


2 


2 


0 


3 


0 


0 


18 


Total 


14 


11 


13 


4 


20 


12 


7 


81 


Librarians with 


the 


seven 


Kansas 


llbrar 


y systems were 


asked 


If 



they order government publications. Thirty-seven librarians order 
government docmnents. Forty-- four librarians do not order them. Seven 
libraries spend less than $5,00 annually for government publications, 
twenty libraries have eKpenditures of between $5.00 and $25.00 par 
year, and ten libraries spend more than $50.00 yearly for government 
publications. 
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Table 2a 

Ordering of Government Publications 



Question Yes No $0 - $5 $5 - $25 $50 or more 

Central 9 5 2 3 4 

North Central 5 6 1 2 2 

Northeast 6 7 1 4 1 

Northwest 13 1 0 0 

South Central 9 11 1 6 2 

Southeast 3 9 0 3 0 

Southwest 4 3 1 2 1 

Total 37 44 7 20 10 



Tables 2b5 2c ^ and 2d show the relationship between budget size 
and the amount spent for government doeuments* In the libraries with 
.annual budgets of between $0 and ilOsOOO, seven spend less than $5,00 
annually for government publications^ twelve spend between $5.00 and 
$25,00j and one library has an annual expenditure of more than $50.00 
each year for government publications. 

Table 2b 
Orders by Budget 



$0 $10,000 C NC NE NW SC SE SW Total 

$0-$5 21111017 

$5 $25 2 2 2 0 3 1 2 12 

$50 Of more 10000001 
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In the libraries with yearly budgets of between $10,000 and 
$50,000j no library spends lesi than $5.00 each year for goverimiant 
publications^ six libraries have expendituree of between $5*00 arw3 
$25,005 ^ttd three libraries spend more than $50,00 annually for 
gavernment doeuments. 



Table 2c 
Orders by Budget 





$10,000 - $50,000 


C 


NC 


NE 


NW 


sc 


SI 


sw 


Total 


$0 - $5 


p 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


$5 - $25 


1 


0 


1 


0 


2 


2 


0 


6 


$50 or more 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


3 



No libraries with annual budgets of more than $50,000 spend less 
than $5*00 eaeh year for government deouments. Two libraries have 
annual expenditurea of between $5*00 and $25.00, and six libraries 
have expenditures of more ttan $50,00 each year for goverranent 
publications* 



Table 2d 
Orders by Budget 



$50,000 or more 


C 


NC 


NE 


NW 


sc 


SE 


sw 


Tot; 


$0 - $5 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


$5 - $25 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


0 


2 


$50 or more 


1 


2 


1 


0 


2 


0 


0 


6 



25 
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Table 3 refers to the uiefulness of government publications in 
individual librarlas* S±Kty-e±ght librarians responded* Forty^-five 
respondents feel that government publleations are useful in their 
libraries, while twenty^three librarians feel that government doew^ 
ments are not useful* It is interesting to note that more librarians 
feel that government publications are useful than order them* 



Table 3 

Usefulness of government publleations 





Question 


Yes 


No 



Central 


10 


4 


North Central 


6 


4 


Northeast 


7 


4 


Northwest 


1 


2 


South Central 


10 


5 


Southeast 


7 


2 


Southwest 


4 


2 


Total 


45 


23 



Table 4, designed to llluitrate familiarity of librarians with 
several useful titles, shows the publication checked as having bean 
used by more librarians than any other is the YearbQQk of Agriculture ^ 
whleh received thirty-eight checks. Zip Code Direetory and Selected 
Lists of U. S. Government Publications recei'^d twenty-^seven checV^s, 
S t a t Ist I^aI Abstract received twenty^flve checks. Home and Garden 
Bulletins received twenty-four checks. Occupational Outlook HaTy[boj>k 
and Congressional Directory received twenty-one checks i Government 
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tfanual received eighteen checkij G ongresslonal RecQgd received 
sixteen checks , Monthly totalog received ten checkis and Farmers 
Bulletins received nine checks. Although niOTerous titles were listed 
m being uieful by librarians In seven regionalSj the teunty City 
Data Book s receiving two checks, was the only one listed In mora 
than one instance, SiKty=two librarians responded to this question. 



Table 4 
Publications Used 



Publication title 


Nimber of librarians familiar 


Statistical Abstract . , . 


25 


Congressional Record . 


. . . . .16 


Congressional Directory . 


. . . . . 21 


U. B. Govariment Manual * 


- , , , . 18 


Fanner g Bulletins . . . , 


. . . . . 9 


Home and Garden Bulletins 


24 


Occupational Outlook Handbook 


21 


Yearbook of Agriculture . 


. , , . . 38 


Zip Code Directory. 


. , . . . 27 


Monthly Catalog, , * 


. 10 


Selected Lists of U. S. . 


27 


Government Publications 




County City Data Book, 


..... 2 



Table 5 presents details of receipt of government publications 
from congressmen. Of the seventy^flve libraries which responded, 
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thirty-four currently receive* government publications from their 
congressmGn, while forty-one do not. Of the thirty-four libraries 
which receive government publications from coniressmen, nineteen 
receive thara regularly. Fifteen libraries do not. Of the forty-one 
libraries which do not receive government publications, nineteen have 
received them prevloualys \Aile twenty-tTO have never received govern- 
ment docuinents. ■ 

Table 5 
Receipt from Congressmen 



Currently Receive Regularly Ever 

Receipt 

Yes No Yes No Yes No 



Central 


4 


9 


3 


1 


6 


3 


North Central 


3 


7 


2 


1 


2 


5 


Northeast 


• 7 


4 


4 


3 


1 


3 


Northwest 


3 


1 


1 


2 


0 


1 


South Central 


8 


11 


4 


4 


7 


4 


Southeast 


6 


6 


4 


2 


3 


3 


Southwest 


3 


3 


1 


2 


0 


3 


Total 


34 


41 


19 


15 


19 


22 


The methods 


of payment u 


sed for 


the purchase of government 




publications are 


referred to 


In Table 6, One library makes 


use of 




coupons, two libraries prefer 


to use 


purchase order 


Sj five '. 


libraries 



use deposit accounts, twenty«three libraries pay with checks, one 
library uses money orders, and five libraries use other methods. 
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Table 6 
Methods of Payroent 



Regional 


C 


NC 


NE 


NW 


SC 


SE 


sw 


Total 


Coupons 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


Purchase Order 


0 


1 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


Deposit Account 


0 


1 


1 


0 


2 


0 


1 


5 


Check 


8 


0 


4 


1 


6 


3 


1 


23 


^toney Order 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


Other 


1 


1 


0 


0 


1 


0 


2 


5 



Twenty --nine librarians who responded to the questionnaire 



indicated attendknce at workshaps held within the state of Kansaa, 
One librarian has attended a similar workshop held in another state. 
Of the twenty-"nine librarians who have attended workshops, twenty ^two 
have attended one series and seven have attended tw. Fifty librarians 
have not attmded any of the workehops held within the state « 

Sevan librarians within the eooperatlng regionals have studied 
govarnment publleations in elaes. Seventy-four librarians have 
not partlelpated In a special course in government publications . 

Table 7 contains data concerned with future workshops and 
proposed or suggested topics to be discussed. Of the flfty-'elght 
responses, thirty-five librarians are in favor of more workshops 
being held. Twenty-^four prefer workshops to be on the subject of 
state doeumenta^ nineteen favor IMlted States publications, and one 
librarian prefers a workshop on local documents* Twenty-three librarians 
do not feel there is a need for more wortehops* 
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Table 7 



Future Morkahpps 





Question 


Yes 


No 


State 


U. S. 


Local 



Central 


8 


3 


5 


4 0 


North Central 


6 


1 


5 


3 1 


Northeast 


4 


4 


1 


4 0 


Northwest 


2 


1 


1 


2 0 


South Central 


8 


7 


6 


5 0 


Southeast 


4 


3 


4 


3 0 


Southwest 


3 


4 


2 


1 0 


Total 


35 . 


23 


24 


19 1 


Data appear to 


support the hypothes 


lis that public 


librarians 



who have attended workshops and classes In governmant publleatlans 
will show a greater expertlie In the use of refer Mce tools than 
those who have not. Of the thlrty^tTO librarians who have attended 
workahopa or special classes in government publications, twenty-two, 
or sixty-nine percent^ find government publications useful In their 
libraries and recorded one hundred twenty-nine checks for publications 
which they have used. Of the forty-^nlne librarians who have attended 
neither workshops or classes In government publications, twenty-three, 
or forty-seven percent, find government documents useful in their 
libraries and recorded one hundred five checks for publications 
which they have used* 

The data received appear to support the hypothesis that public 
librarians who have attended workshops and classes In government 
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publications will passese a greater familiarity with aequlsltlon 
tools than thosa who have not. Of the thlrty^two librarians who 
have attended wDrkshops or special classes in government publications, 
seven J or twenty ^two percent * have used Monthly Catalog s and nineteen, 
or fifty-seven percent, have used Selected Lists of S , Govartmient 
Publications ^ Of the forty-^nlne librarians who have not attended 
workshops or special courses in government publications, three, or six 
percent, have used Monthly Catalog , while ten, or twenty percent, have 
used Selected Lists of Governm ent Publications » Nine, or 

twenty-'elght percent, of the thirty-two librarians who have attendeu 
workshops or special claeses in government publications receive 
goveriwient documents regularly from congressmen. Ten, or t^enty-t^ 
percent, of the forty-nl^e librarians who have not attended workshops 
or special courses in government publications receive them regularly* 
Twenty 1|HHH£^b who have attended workshops or special courses in 
governmentp^^ffi^atlons provided responses to method of pa3?ment. Of 
the twenty librarians, four, or twenty percent, have deposit accounts i 
two, or ten percent, pay with coupons^ one, or five percent, listed 
other: and thirteen, or slKty-flve percent, pay by check. Fourteen 
librarians who have not attended workshops or apeclsl courses in govern^- 
ment publications provided responses to method of payment. Of the 
fourteen librarians, one, or seven percent, uses purchase orders; one, = 
or seven percent, uses Mney orders | one, or seven percent, uses a 
deposit account: one, or seven percent, listed other; and ten, or 
seventy-two percmt, pay by check. 

Data appear to support the hypothesis that there Is a positive 
eorrelatlon between public librarians who have exerted effort to 
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aequlre taiowledg© through study in t^rkshops and classes in govern- 
ment publications and the amount of money spent for the purchase 
of federal publications* Of librarians attending TOrkshops or 
gpeclal classes on govermient publications^ twoj or eleven percaitj 
of the nineteen librarians with budgets of between $0 and $10,000 
spend less than $5*00 annually for government doeuraentsi five, or 
twenty-slic percent, spend between $5*00 and $25*00 each year; and 
one, or five percent^ spends more than $50*00 yearly for government 
publications. Of the librarians who have attended neither workshops 
nor special classes on goverroflent publications, seven, or eighteen 
percent, of the forty librarians with budgets of between $0 and $10,000 
spend less than $5.00 annually for government documents^ five, or 
thirteen percent, spend between $5*00 and $25.00 each year; and no 
librarians spend more than $50.00 annually for goverranent publications. 
Of librarians attending workshops or special classes on goverraient 
publications, none of the eight librarians with budgets of between 
$10,000 and $50,000 spends less than $5.00 annually for government 
publications! four, or fifty percent, spend between $5.00 and $25.00 
each yeAr: and three, or thirty percent , spend more than $50*00 yearly 
for government docisnents. Of librarians who have attended neither 
workshops nor special classes on govermient publications, none of the 
mlK librarians with budgets between $10,000 and $50,000 spends less 
than $5.00 each year for goverranent publications^ two, or thirty-^three 
percent, spend between $5.00 and $25.00 annually, and no librarians 
spend more than $50.00 yearly for government documents. Of librarians 
who have attended wrkshops or special courses on government publications, 
none of the five llbrarlanfi with budgets of more than $50,000 spend less 
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than $5-00 each year for government pubiicationsf one, or twenty 
percent, spends between $5.00 and $25,00 yearlyi and four, or eighty 
percent 5 epend more than $50*00 annually for government publications* 
Of llbrarlani who have attended neither wrkshops nor special clasaee 
on government publications, none of the three librarians with budgets 
of raare than $50,000 spends less than $5*00 each year for government 
doctments* one librarian^ or thlrty^thrae percent, spends between 
$5.00 and $25 #00 yearly; and one, or thirty-three percent , spends more 
than $50.00 annually for government publications* 
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CHAPTER VII 
SUMMARY 



A random sample of one hundred public libraries * chosen to 
provide representation from each Kansas cooperating region^ was 
used to test the hypotheses that public librarians who have attended 
workshops and claeeee In goverranent publlcatlone will ihow a greater 
expertlee in the use of reference tools than those who have not, that 
public librarians who have attended workshops and classes in govern- 
ment publications will possess a greater familiarity with acquisition 
tools than those who have not, and that there is a positive correlatio 
between public librarians who have exerted effort to acquire knowledge 
through study in workshops and classes in government publications and 
the amount of money spent for the purchase of federal publications # 
Of eighty- four returns, eighty^ four were usable in the study* Data 
from the returns support the hypotheses - 

Results of the study point out that while past workshops held 
throughout the state have been beneficial^ there is a continued need 
for futher workshops and classes to be conducted far the study of 
government publications* Responses Indicate that a particular need 
exists for workshops to be conducted for the study of state documents. 



fflAPTER VIII 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDIES 

Further study of government publications in public libraries 
could well be carried out in another state, either on an original 
baola or by a replication of this study- Comparison of data could 
be used to determine if needs in other areas are similar and if 
benefits of past continuing education eoncerned with goveriment 
publications have been beneficial - 

While this study has been concerned with the preparation of 
public librarians for working with goveriiment publications and 
has sought to deteraine needs to be met with future workshops and 
classes, it has not attempted to determine how public librarians who 
order government publications organise and service th™* This area 
offers opportunity for study either by using questionnairess interviews, 
or eu'-site visitations or by combinations of queatlonnalres, interviews , 
and/or on-^site visitations to determine methods of service and biblio- 
graphic control. 
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APPENDIX A 



June 23, 1975 



Aa a graduata student in the Saheol of Library Sciences Emporia 
Kansas State CollagSs Emporia^ Kansas $ I am conducting a research 
study on governtnant publloatlens in public libraries of Kansas. 
One hundred public libraries^ chesan from a random sample within the 
savan cooparatlng raglonals In the states will ba Included in this 
study. All Infortnation will ba kept confldantial, and namas of 
individual libraries will not be referred to in the analysis of the 
data. 

Results of tha study wHl ba applied to an evaluation of past 
workshops on goverranent publieations and the naad for future work- 
shops to be conductad for publle librarias In the state. 

I would appreciate your filling out this questionnalra and 
raturning It In tha anclosad envelope by July 7, 1975. Approximately 
tan minutes should ba raqulrad to complete the questions. 

Coding that appa^rs on the questionnaire is Included to ascertain 
what follow-'Up will be necessary. 

Results of the study wUl ba available by interllbrary loan from 
the School of Library Science, Eaiporla Kansas State College^ Emporia, 
Kansas 66801 , 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Very truly yoursj 



Donald Batsbn 



APPMDIX B 



July 21, 1975 



On June 23* 1975 * I sent out questionnaires raltting fro my research 
study of goveriffliant publlcationo in public libraries of Ka»*f?as* No 
raapense has been reeelvad from your library, 

I would like to include your library in the raseareh. Would you 
please fill in your responses to both sides of the enclosed questionnaire 
and return It by August 4, 1975? 

Very truly yours. 



Donald Batson 
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APPEiroiX c 

SURVEY OF GDVERIWENT PUBLICATIONS IN MNSAS PUBLIC LIBMRIIS 

Directions for complating qutetlonMirei 

(1) Mswer the question by placing an In the blank or by 
filling In reiponses* 

(2) No one else will see your responies except the peraon 
conducting the questionnaire* 

quebtionnaim: 

1* Librar y L ocatio n , KS. 

2. Do you currently order federal goverranent publications for your 
library? JES NO 

If yes, approKlinately what is the amount spent per year on govern- 
ment publications? L ess than $5.00 $ 5.00-$25,00 O ver $50 
3* Do you think that government publieatlons have been useful in your 

library? ^YES NO 

4* Which of the following publications have you used? 

Statistical Abstract O ccupational Outlook Handbook 

^Congressional Record Y earbook of Agriculture 

Congressional Directory ^Zlp Code Directory 

U # Si Government Manual M onthly Catalog 



Farmers Bulletin ^Selected Lists of U. S* 

Government Publications 

Home and Garden Bulletins 



If you have used other goveriment publications which have been of 
value in your library, plrase list those most useful by title* 
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6* Do you currently reeelve any goverraaiit publications from your 
congressman? YES NO 

If yea, do you receive them regularly? Y ES N O 

If no s have you ever received them from your congressman? 
' Y ES NO 

7. If you currently order federal govetnment publications for your 
library, what is your method of payment? 

Coupons C heck 

Purchaie order D eposit account 

O ther __Jtoney order 

8. Have you attended any of the two series of government publications 
workahops held in Kansas? YES N O 

If yes, how many have you attended? Tro One 

9* Have you studied goverraient publications in a special course? 
Y ES N O 

10. Do you feel there is a need for more government publications 
workshops to be held throughout the state of Kansas? 
Y ES NO 

If yeSj on idiat topics would you prefer the workshops to be? 
State Docifflients U . S. Government Publications 

0 the r • 

RESPONSES TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE M^E B Y 

Coimnents * 
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